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UNIFORM EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR 
TEACHERS’ CERTIFICATES. 


NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC IN- 
STRUCTION. 


(January 17, 189).] 
SECOND AND THIRD GRADES. 


Candidates should examine every question with care and fully 
answer it, but should write no more than is necessary. Quantity will 
not be allowed as a substitute for quality. Write only the answers, 
except ix mathematics, numbering them to correspond with the 
questions, Commence every answer as 8 separate paragraph. 

EXTRACTS FROM REGULATIONS. 


Penmanship will be judged from the papers on geography, and 
orthography from all the papers. 

Twenty-five per cent. of the credits of papers on composition will 
depend upon the general excellence of all papers submitted, with ref- 
erence to neatness, order, and punctuation. 

The examination in each subject will be restricted to the half-day 
designated in the program. 

Collusion between candidates, or any other act of dishonesty, will 
wholly vitiate their examination. 

Answers should be written in ink, and papers arranged and filed 
in good order. 

Candidates must supply themselves with necessary material, and, 
to secure uniformity, legal cap paper should be used. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


1. Name in order of size the grand divisions of the 
western continent. 2. Bound Mexico. 
3. Name three territories of the United States. 
4. Name five tributaries of the Mississippi River in 
order, from south to north. 
5. Name the metropolis of each of the following: 
United States, England, France, Russia, Brazil. 
6. In the production of what stable is British India a 
rival of the United States? 7. Name the Barbary States. 
8. What is the distance in degrees from the Tropic of 
Cancer to the Tropic of Capricorn ? 
9. (a) What is the earth’s orbit? (6) What is the 
plane of that orbit ? 
10. Name two large rivers which rise in New York, 
each emptying directly into an arm of the Atlantic ocean. 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


1. Under the constitution, when shall the House of 
Representatives elect the President ? 

2. What is the term of office of a United States Su- 
preme Court Judge? How is a vacancy in this office 
filled ? 


3. Name three powers of Congress as prescribed by 
the constitution. 

4. Give one reason for granting copyrights and pa- 
tents, and one reason why Congress alone has this right ? 

5. What is capital punishment ? 

6. What county officer cannot succeed himself ? 

7. Name three appointive officers under the President 
and two under the governor of this state. 

8. How is the speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives chosen ? 


DRAWING. 

The word view as used in this paper, refers to facts of form and 
position. 

1. Which should be presented first, form-study or 
drawing? Why? 

2. What quality of line should be avoided in free- 
hand drawing ? 

3. How many dimensions does the top view of a sulid 
show ? 

4. Draw top and side views of a square pyramid. 

5. Make a working drawing of a sphere. 

6. Represent a cylinder placed horizontally, with its 
center opposite the eye. 

7. Represent a book with long edges extending from 
left to right, back of book and one cover visible, in front 
and below the eye. 

8. How many times will a unit be used in a design 
having a hexagon for the base ? 


COMPOSITION. 


Write a composition on one of the following subjects : 

Our National, Flag—A Country Store— People are no 
Better than the Books They Read. 

Credits will be given on the merits of the composition 
with particular reference to three points : 

The matter, ¢. ¢., the thoughts expressed ; The correct- 
ness and propriety of the language ueed; The ortho- 
graphy, punctuation, division into paragraphs, use of 
capitals, and general appearance. 


GRAMMAR. 


“ There is no better place for lunch than the summit of 
a col, or pass, where the cool breeze blows between the 
peaks, and where familiar valleys and mountains lie be- 
hind, ready to disappear at your next advance, while a 
new system as yet unexplored is in front.” Epwarp 
EGGLesTon. 
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NoTes.—l. A combination of snbject and predicate Is called a clause. 
Clauses are principal or subordinate. 2. Subordinate clauses include (a) 
subject clauses; (>) objective clauses; (c) adjective clauses; (@) adverbial 
clauses. 3. in naming a clause, include only its unmodified subject and 
unmodified predicate. 4. A preposition with its object is called a phrase. 
5. In naming a phrase, give only the preposition and its unmodified object. 
6. A modifier may be a word, phrase, or clause. 7. An object of a transitive 
vorb is classed as 4 modifier of that verb. 8. Only eight parts of speech are 
recognized,—the articles the and a forming asubdivision of adjectives, and 
participles being one of the modifications of verbs. 9. Infinitives are 
classed as modes of the verb. 10. In parsing a noun or pronoun, observe 
the following order: Class, person, number, gender, case. Give the reason 
for case. In parsing a relative pronoun, state the agreement with its ante- 
cedent. 11. In giving the syntax of a noun or pronoun, give only the case 
andthe reason for it. 12. Treat verbs as divided into two ¢lasses only; viz., 
transitive and intransitive; a transitive verb may be used in the active or 
passive voice. 13. In parsing a verb, observe the following order: Princi- 
pal parts, regular or irregular, transitive or intransitive, voice, mode, tense, 
person, number, agreement. Give the special use of an infinitive or a 
participle after tense. 

The first eight questions refer to the above selection. 

1. Name the five clauses, distinguishing between prin- 
cipal and subordinate. 

2. Give (a) two modifiers of better ; (b) two modifiers 
of valleys. 

3. Ctassify the verbs as transitive or intransitive. 

4. What is (a) to disuppear? (b) unexplored? State 
what each modifies. 

5. Select (a) a pure conjunction, i. e. one which always 
connects ; (/) an adverb which also connects. 

6. State to what part of speech each of the following 
words belongs ; (a) no; (0) better; (c) lie; (d) behind; 
(e) front. 

7. Give syntax of (a) place; (b) summit. 8. Parse 
system. 

9, Write a sentence containing (a) a noun used as an 
adjective; ()) an adjective used as a nown. 

10. Write a sentence containing a verb used (a) in the 


potential mode; (/) in the imperative mode. 


PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. 


1. Of what two layers is the skin composed? 

2. What change must starchy food undergo in diges- 
tion? Fatty food ? 

3. Give an example of a voluntary muscle. Of an in- 
voluntary muscle. 

4. What is the advantage of having an open fire-place 
in a room even though it is not needed for heating? 

5. What change must solid sugar or salt undergo be- 
fore we can perceive their flavor? Why? 

6. Why is it that too little bodily exercise often leads 
to an accumulation of fat ? 

7. What is the office of the portal vein? Of the pul- 
monary veins ? 

8. Explain, anatomically, how a disordered stomach 
can cause headache. 

AMERICAN HISTORY. 

1. What Europeans made the first permanent settle 
ment in Virginia ? 

2. For what were Fathers Marquette and La Salle 
noted ? 
. 3. Upon what did the Datch base their claim to what 
is now New York? 

4. When, where and by what body of men was the 
Declaration of Independence signed ? 


5. Where and when was the Constitution of i 
th 
States adopted ? a 


6. What territory was purchased by the United States 
during Jefferson’s administration? From what nation ? 

7. Mention three important events of Buchanan's ad- 
ministration. 

8. Name five States which attempted to secede from 
the Union. 

CURRENT TOPICS. 

1. What State educational association has been.in ses- 
sion this week ? Where? 

2. What has recently given great prominence to the 
name of Dr. Koch? 

3. What noted Russian novelist is now on a lecturing 
tour in this country ? 

4. Mention an important bill now under consideration 
by Congress ? 

5. Who is the senior United States Senator from New 
York? When will his successor be elected ? 

6. Account for the recent Indian uprising in the North- 
west. 

7. What is now threatening the aceomplishment of 
home rule for Ireland ? 

8. Who has been recently appointed Associate Justice 
of the United States Supreme Court ? 

9. What ex-United States Treasury official died De- 
cember 31, 1890? 

10. What noted American singer died early this month. 


METHODS IN SCHOOL ECONOMY, 

1. Why should objective teaching be used in the pri- 
mary grade 

2. State three things a teacher should guard against in 
asking questions for test purposes. 

3. What initiatory lessons in geography should be in- 
troduced in primary grades ? 

4. Name five leading topics in the order that they 
should be considered in the study of a country. 

5. State two advantages of written spelling over oral 
spelling. 

6. Illustrate concretely the operation of subtracting 7 
from 13. 

7. Explain the process of multiplying 6 by 2. 

8. Give two good results arising from requiring pupils 
to reproduce the reading lesson in their own language. 

9. Mention two advantages derived from examinations. 


10. What is the most effective way of : 
teach 
to children ? y eaching morals 


ANSWERS. 
Nore.—It will be seen that the answers printed below are, in 


many cases, merely suggestive. Examiners will not be confined to 


the precise form or 
pon substance except where exact answers are re- 


GEOGRAPHY. 

1. North America, South America. 

2. North by the United States and Gulf of Mexico ; 
east by the United States, Gulf of Mexico, and Central 


America ; south by Gentral Ameri 
; merica and the Atlantic 
Ocean; west by Atlantic Ocean. 
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3. Answers may differ. 
4. Red, Arkansas, Ohio, Missouri and Illinois rivers. 
5. New York; London; Paris; St. Petersburg; Rio 


Janeiro. 6. Cotton. 
7. Morocco, Algeria, Tunis, Tripoli, and Country of 
Dates. 8. 47°. 


9. (a) The earth’s path about the sun. 
face included by that path. 

10. Two of the following: Hudson, Susquehanna, 
Delaware. 


(0) The sur- 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


1. If no one has a majority of the votes of the electors. 
. 2. During good behavior.; appointed by the President 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
5. Punishment by death. 6. Sheriff. 
8. By a majority vote of the House of Representatives. 


DRAWING. 
1. Form-study. Because an idea must be gained be- 
fore it can be expressed. 
2. A heavy black line. — 
3. The top view of a solid shows two dimensions. 
8. Six times. 
GRAMMAR. 
1. Principal, there is place. Subordinate, — Summit 
(is), breeze blows, valleys and mountains lie, system is. 
2. (a) Adverb no. The clause snmmit is ; (b) the ad- 
jectives familiar and ready. 
3. Intransitive, is, blows, lie, to disappear. 
4. (a) Infinitive, modifies ready ; (b) adjective, modi- 
fies system. 
5. (a) Than, and ; (b) where, while, as. 
6. (a) Adverb; () adjective ; (c) verb; (d) adverb ; 
(e) noun. 
7. (a) Nominative case, subject of is ; (b) nominative, 
subject of a verb not expressed. 
8. Noun, common, third, singular, neuter, nominative, 
subject of the verb is. 
9. Ex.: (a) the knife has a metal handle; (0) Ex. : 
The good will be happy. 
10. Ex.: (a) he may go; (0) Ex.: John, come here. 


PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. 


1. Cuticle, or searf-skin, and cutis, or true skin. 

2. Starchy foods change to sugar; fatty foods are re- 
duced to fine particles and mingled in a fluid in the form 
of a milky emulsion. 

4. It serves as an aid to ventilation. 

5. They must be dissolved. Because solid particles 
cannot penetrate to the nerve of taste. 

6. Because the nutriment supplied by the food is likely 
to be in excess of the amount required to repair the waste 
tissue, and the surplus is deposited in the form of fat. 

7. The function of the portal vein is to carry the blood, 
newly enriched by nutriment absorbed from the digestive 
tract to the liver. The pulmonary veins carry blood 
from the lungs to the left auricle of the heart. 


8. Free communication and close sympathy is main 
tained between the brain and the stomach by the nervous- 
system. 

AMERICAN HISTORY. 


1. The English. 2. For their discoveries along the 
lakes and the Mississippi River, and for their missionary 
zeal. 

3. Upon the discovery by Hudson. 

4, 1776, Philadelphia, The Continental Congress. 

5. In Philadelphia. 1787. 6. Louisiana. From France. 

8. Any five of the following: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. . 


CURRENT TOPICS. 


1. New York State Association of School Commis- 
sioners and Superintendents. Batavia. 

2. His alleged discovery of a remedy for tuberculosis. 

3. William F. Sheehan. 4. Sergius Stepniak. 

6. William M. Evarts. During the present session of 
the legislature. 

7. A widespread belief among them that the Messiah’s 
coming is near at hand; that he will destroy the whites 
and give the land back to the Indians. 

8. Dissensions in the Irish Nationalist party. 

9. Henry B. Brown. 10. Francis E. Spinner. 

11. Auburn and Clinton. 12. Emma Abbott. 


METHODS AND SCHOOL ECONOMY. 


1. Because it appeals to the perceptive faculty, which 
is the most active in childhood. 

2. Against asking: (1) direct questions ; (2) questions 
suggesting the answer ; (3) ambiguous And obscure ques- 
tions; (4) alternative questions ; (5) questions uniformly 
stated in the same form. 

3. Lessons on the location and direction of objects in 
the schoolroom, map of schoolroom and school grounds, 
and relative position of familiar objects in the district. 

5. It trains the eye, enables each pupil to spell a greater 
number of words, and cultivates the power of attention. 

6. As seven units of the first order cannot be taken 
from three units of the first order, the one unit of the 
second order is added to the three units of the first order, 
making thirteen units of the firstorder. Seven units from 
thirteen units leaves six units. The operation may be 
illustrated objectively. 

7. 6 is to be taken 3 of aunit times. If one unit 
taken 3 of a time is $ of one unit, six units taken { of a 
time will be six times greater or 1?—=4. Therefore, 6 
taken 3 of a unit times = 4. 

8. Tests the understanding, develops the power of ex- 
pression, secures attention, and cultivates the memory. 

9. To fix knowledge; to stimulate pupils; to secure 
data for reports, records, and promotions. 

10. A moral example by the teacher, calling attention 
to moral actions, and enforcing rules of good conduct. 
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IMPROVED 
BLACKBOARD STENCILS. 


Aids to LUllustration 
For Teachers 


and Schools. 


ORDER ONLY BY NUMBERS. 


LIST OF 
1, Eastern Hemisphere. 12, New England Sta 
2, Wester 13, Middle Atlantic States. 


8, North America. 14, Southern States, 

4, South America. Eastern Division. 
6, Europe. 15, Southern States, 
6, Asia. Western Division. 
7, Africa. 16, Central States, 

8, Australia. Eastern Division. 


9, British Isles. 17, Central States, 
10, West Indies. Western Division. 


11, United States. 18, Pacific States & Territories. 


The above Maps are on paper, 24 x 36 inches, showing the location 
of the principai Mountains, Lakes, Rivers, Cities, and Political 
Divisions. Price of each, 10 cents. 


LIST OF AUTHORS AND NOTED MEN. 


55, Franklin 154, Czar of Russia 

56, Washington 159, Prof. Agassiz 

57, Lincoln 160, Horace Mann 

58, Garfield 193, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
59, Grant 194, James Russell Lowell 
62, Froebel. 197, Washington Irving 
140, Longfellow 200, Will Carleton 

141, Whittier 204, Louise Alcott 


142, Oliver Wendell Holmes 205, Mrs. Browning 
143, Ralph Waldo Emerson 207, Charles Dickens 


144, George Eliot 208, Sir Walter Scott 
145, Shakespeare 209, Gladstone 

146, Tennyson 215, James G. Blaine 
147, Wm. Cullen Bryant 246, President Harrison 
149, Napoleon 280, Daniel Webster 


150, Wellington 281, Columbus 
Size, IS inches by 24. Price, 5 cents each, 


MISCELLANEOUS DESICNS. 


Cut on best quality of Manila Paper, 18 x 24 inches. 
Price, 5 cents ench ; twelve for 50 cents, or 25 for Sy. 


1, Cat 15, Goat 

2, Dog 16, Rooster 
8, Mouse 17, Hen and Chicks 
4, Rat 19, Goose 

5, Greyhound 20, Dack 

6, Stag 21, Swan 

8, Horse 22, Turkey 
9, Trotting Horse 24, Eagle 
11, Sheep 25, Hawk 
12, Cow 26, Owl 

13, Cow and Calf 27, Sparrows 
14. Pig 28, Tulip 


MISCELLANEOUS 


114, Donkey 

117, Blackberries 
118, Poppies 

119, Bowl and Pitcher 
128, Buffalo 

124, Polar Bear 

125, Hippopotamus 
126, Ostrich 

181, Night Hawk 
133, Robin 

135, Flax 

136, Cotton Plant 
137, Sugar Cane 

138, Tea Plant 

139, Coffee Plant 

155, Rice Plant and Birds 
156, Tobacco Plant 


34, Calla Lily 


48, Grasshopper 
49, Butterfly 
50, Spider and Web 
51, Monkey 
52, Lobster 
53, Fish—Trout 
54, Star-fish 
61, ‘The Coming Man’ 
62, Froebel 
63, Melons 
64, Tomatoes 
65, Oranges 
66, Pears 
67, Plums 
68, Grapes 
69, Apples 
70, Rowboat 
72, Schooner 
74, Bartholdi Statue of Liberty 
75, Badge of the G. A. R. 
76, A Study in Drawing— 
A House 
77, Vase 
79, On Her Way to School 
80, See-saw 
81, Boy Fishing 
85, Sympathy — Girl and Dog 
and her Pet 
, Boy Teaching his 
91, Helping Mamma Dos 
92, A Nursery Scene 
93, Boy Wheeling a Girl 
95, The Little Cherubs 
96, Boy Leaning on a Fence 
97, The Industrious Boy 
98, The Lazy Boy 
100, Horse’s Head 
101, Giraffe 
102, Kangaroo 
105, Dog—Newfoundland 
106, Three Little Kittens 
109, Lamb 
110, Green Corn 
118, Steamer 


DESICNS. 


157, Pine Apple 


161, Whale 


162, Seal 

163, Hemp Plant 

164, Mulberry Silk-Worm and 
Cocoon 

166, Banana Tree and Fruit 

167, Pepper Plant 

168, Clove Tree 

169, Mushrodms 

170, Rubber Tree 

171, Panther 

172, Hyena 


188, Eagle, flying 


228, Frog 


229, Snail 

235, The Old-fashioned Spin 
ning Wheel. 

240, The Industrious Giel 

251, Easter Lilies 

256, Pigeon 

257, Quail 

270, Dog and Puppies 

271, Cat and Kitten 

272, Yoke of Oxen 

288, House 

284, Liberty Bell 

296, The American Flag 

297, The Goddess of Liberty 

298, Old-fashioned Fireplace 

300, Lighthouse 

301, Castle 

302, Fort 

308, Washington and Banker 
Hill Monuments 
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36, Daisies 
88, Fox 
39, Wolt 
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176, Frog 
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